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Programme 
 
Henri Tomasi  
Semaine Sainte À Cuzco  
 
Jean-Michel Damase 
Trois prières 
 
Olivier Messiaen  
Apparition de l’eglise éternelle  
 
Georg Philipp Telemann  
Methodische Sonata in B minor  
 
Joseph Callaerts  
Toccata in E minor  
 
Stanley Friedman 
Solus  
 
Cecilia McDowall  
Celebration  
 
Florence Price  
Adoration  
 
Johann Sebastian Bach  
Trumpet & Organ Concerto in D major 
BWV 972 
Allegro | Larghetto | Allegro  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henri Tomasi  
Semaine Sainte À Cuzco  
 
Henri Tomasi (1901-1971) was a French classical 
composer and conductor. As a composer, Tomasi’s 
music is fundamentally lyrical, and often supported by 
polychordal harmonies. The influence of his French 
contemporaries, and the exotic sounds and colours of 
Corsica, Provence, Cambodia, Laos, the Sahara and 
Tahiti are also very present in a number of his works. 
Dedicated to Maurice André, the legendary French 
trumpeter, the piece requires advanced skills and is very 
decorative and technically challenging.  
 

Jean-Michel Damase 
Trois prières 
 
Jean-Michel Damase (1928-2013) was a French pianist, 
conductor and composer of classical music. Damase's 
youthful compositional maturity helped to foster a 
considerable technical facility and he has produced a 
great deal of music in a style that is attractive and 
elegant, remaining close to the traditions of the 
Conservatoire. All his works show deep knowledge of 
the possibilities of instruments, and his orchestration is 
rich, full, and varied; evidenced most notably in the 
chamber and concertante works. After touring the world 
as a pianist and winning the Grand Prix du Disque for 
his recordings, Jean-Michel Damase devoted his 
activities to composition and teaching. Trois prières sans 
paroles pour trompette was composed in 1993 and is a 
lyrical and at times dissonant exploration of the two 
instruments.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Olivier Messiaen  
Apparition de l’Eglise éternelle  
 
Apparition de l’Eglise eternelle (Apparition of the eternal 
church) is a work for organ, composed by Olivier 
Messiaen in 1932. The work is in arch form, beginning 
at pianissimo and building up to a climactic fortissimo, 
before receding back to its hushed beginning. The 
chords used throughout are full of rich colours, and 
alternate with open fifths on top of a throbbing bass 
that repeats a simple rhythmic pattern. 
Programmatically, the piece describes the appearance of 
the eternal church as it comes into focus, and then 
fades away, hence this is mirrored in the music’s arch-
like dynamic shape, itself evocative of the arches of a 
church. This imagery has often been compared to 
Dante’s description of the Inferno.  
 
Messiaen once described the piece by quoting from the 
hymn Coelestis urbs Jerusalem: “Scissors, hammer, 
suffering, and tests, tailoring and polishing the elected 
persons, living stones of the spiritual edifice”, stating 
that the throbbing bass depicts the incessant work of 
construction. He also wrote the following poem inspired 
by this imagery: 
 
Made out of living stone,  
Made out of heavenly stone,  
It appears in heaven: 
It is the Lamb’s bride! 
It is the heavenly church  
Made out of heavenly stone 
Which is the chosen’s souls. 
They are in God, and God is in them 
For heavenly eternity! 
 

Georg Philipp Telemann  
Methodische Sonata in B minor  
 
One of the most prolific composers in history in terms 
of surviving oeuvre, Georg Philipp Telemann was a 
German Baroque composer and multi-instrumentalist. 
The Methodische Sonata were originally written to be 
performed either by solo flute or violin, and intended to 
teach virtuosi style to amateurs, specifically with respect 
to the practice of proper ornamentation. There are 12 in 
the series, divided into two sets. The Sonata in B minor 
is the first of this second set of six and is believed to 
have been written for the Burmester brothers, Rudolf 
and Hieronymous of Hamburg, who had previously 
shown great appreciation of his works.   

 

Joseph Callaerts  
Toccata in E minor   
 
Joseph Callaerts was a Belgian organist, carillonneur, 
composer and music teacher. As a young man, he 
studied the organ with Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens at the 
Brussels Royal Conservatoire, and he won the first price 
in organ there in 1856. Starting in 1850, Callaerts 
served as the organist at the Jesuit College in Antwerp. 
In 1855, he became the organist at Antwerp Cathedral, 
and from 1867 he taught organ and harmony at the 
Royal Conservatoire of Antwerp. As a composer, 
Callaerts predominantly composed organ music, but he 
did also compose chamber and vocal music as well. His 
Toccata in E minor is heroically romantic in style, 
borrowing virtuosic tendencies from earlier baroque 
toccatas like those of J. S. Bach, but with much larger 
and more harmonically complex chords, relying heavily 
on chromaticism amid intricate polyphonic lines.  
 

Stanley Friedman  
Solus  
 
Widely known for his music for brass, Stanley Friedman 
has received awards and commissions from the 
International Trumpet Guild, the International Horn 
Society, the International Trombone Association and 
many leading soloists and ensembles. His SOLUS for 
unaccompanied trumpet has been designated as 
required contemporary repertoire. The work was 
written during Friedman’s time as a graduate student at 
the Eastman School, and it was also the second-place 
winner of the 1976 International Trumpet Guild 
composition contest. The term Solus refers to a 
theatrical stage direction meaning alone or by oneself. 
The work is composed in four movements and 
programmatic in nature: moving from stoic, to furtive, 
mindlessness and a concluding fanfare.  
 

Cecilia McDowall  
Celebration  
 
Celebration was composed in 2016 and written 
especially to accompany the academic procession at 
Portsmouth University’s Prize Givings, a year after 
Cecilia McDowall was awarded her honorary doctorate 
from the same institution.   
 

 
 



Florence Price  
Adoration  
 
Florence Price was a pianist and organist as well as a 
composer and majored in both instruments when she 
studied at the New England Conservatoire of Music, 
which at the time was one of the only institutions that 
admitted black students. She wrote several works for 
the organ, including Adoration, which was published in 
1951 and intended as a short piece in ABA form to be 
played in church. The work has a devotional quality, 
with a dignified melody and sombre chords that act as 
an accompaniment. The work is often arranged for 
different instrument arrangements.  
 

Johann Sebastian Bach  
Trumpet & Organ Concerto in D major 
BWV 972 
 
Originally written for harpsichord, Bach’s Concerto in D 
major BWV 972, is a transcription of a concerto by 
Vivaldi for violin and orchestra. Composed around 1713, 
Bach was inspired by the travels of Prince Johann Ernst 
of Saxe-Weimar, who he had met while working as 
court organist and chamber musician in Weimar. 
Sometimes on commission from Johann Ernst, and 
sometimes of his own accord, Bach arranged a great 
number of concertos from Italy for organ or 
harpsichord; this concerto is the result of such 
arrangements, although it wasn’t always performed by 
these instruments and has since been adapted for 
several interesting instrumental combinations.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron Akugbo trumpet  
 
Born in 1998 and of Nigerian-Scottish descent, Aaron 
Akugbo hails from Edinburgh and is poised as a future 
leading exponent of the trumpet. He brings a wide-
ranging musical taste to his artistry and, despite being 
classically trained, cites Louis Armstrong as his biggest 
musical inspiration. A graduate of the Royal Academy of 
music, and an ex-principal of the National Youth 
Orchestra of Great Britain, Aaron can often be found 
freelancing in the principal chairs of some of the most 
prestigious orchestras in the UK, including the BBC 
Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, and Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestras. In 2020, Aaron made his London debut at 
the Royal Festival Hall playing with Chineke!, Europe’s 
first Black and Minority Ethnic Orchestra. Within 
Chineke!, Aaron has played in the UK’s top concert halls, 
including a BBC Proms debut. Besides his solo and 
orchestral performances, Aaron is also a member of the 
inaugural Philip Jones Brass Ensemble Award winning 
group, Connaught Brass. He is simply a charismatic 
performer, with an abundance of natural humour which 
translates into an effortless engagement with people 
and audiences alike.  
 

John Kitchen organ  
 
Dr John Philip Kitchen MBE is a Scottish organist, 
conductor, early music scholar, and music educator 
based in Edinburgh, where he serves as the Edinburgh 
City Organist. Kitchen is known for his extensive 
recording portfolio of organ music, and his research and 
demonstration of historical keyboard instruments. From 
1998 to 2014, he was Senior Lecturer in Music at the 
University of Edinburgh, teaching harmony, 
counterpoint, keyboard skills, history, and performance 
practice. John also gives many solo recitals both in the 
UK and further afield, and plays regularly with several 
ensembles, covering a wide range of musical styles. He 
is also much in demand as a continuo player, 
accompanist, lecturer, examiner, adjudicator, writer, and 
reviewer. He has also recorded extensively, particularly 
with Delphian Records where he has produced organ 
recordings alongside insights into several other historical 
keyboard instruments. He is also involved with the 
preservation, expansion, and demonstration to the 
public of the collection of early keyboard instruments at 
St Cecilia’s Hall Concert Room and Museum in 
Edinburgh.  
 
 
 

Editor Maisie Lewis


